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Editorial
This Journal opens with articles celebrating three decades of the Hungerford 

and Associated Families Society, founded by Ron Prentice in 1990. 
The HAFS Newsletter of August 2021 included photographs of the meetings 
that inaugurated the Society. These pages commmence with details of the many 
who have made significant contributions to HAFS, and the dates and places of 
each Church Service and AGM. Pauline Tyrrell, assisted by other long-term 
members, has ensured that each name, date, photograph and detail has been 
found, gathered and checked.
This impressively patient work is followed up by Lesley Greenwood’s simi-
larly careful analysis of Hungerford demography – the life-patterns discernible 
from available data. As a former Senior Research Officer with the Australiam 
Bureau of Census and Statistics, I found this exemplary article quite fascinat-
ing, as I trust readers will – and I look forward to Part 2.
History revolves around particular lives as well as lists and patterns. Joan Tyrrell 
Graeme, a delightfully active contributor to the Society, led a most interesting 
life. Margot Davies contributes a beautifully written tribute to her sister, evok-
ing the spirit of earlier places and times.

Wars remain a tragic factor in shaping the history of communities and nations. 
Pauline Tyrrell writes of how a local district initially commemorated those 
who served in World Wars I and II – and has now renewed that heritage, in the 
restoration of the Pokolbin War Memorial Gates, bearing the names of those 
who served as a permanent record. The ‘before’ and ‘after’ photographs tell a 
story in themselves!

Reflecting on a time centuries before Australia as we know it could even be imag-
ined, Lesley Abrahams and Katharine Smart explore how Hungerford ances-
tors were involved in the Wars of the Roses, and how they fared in the outcome. In 
doing so, they set out the main aspects of this complex period of English history 
in ways that ordinary folk can grasp! Thank you.

This HAFS Journal shows a wide variety of materials and research that  constitute 
history. Do you have access to HAFS-related stories that you believe should see 
the light of day? Please contact the Society via the website, www.hafs.org.au.

Charles Sherlock AM  
(E.4.1a.6b.5c.1d)

Editor



HAFS Journal 16-2 page 2

HAFS: the first three decades
By Pauline Tyrrell (E.2.4a.10b.1c.2d=), assisted by Lesley Abrahams (H.4a. 
1b.1c.1d  / E.6.5a.1b.1c.1d) and John B.S. Hungerford (E.1.1a.7b.1c.2d) 

It is 30 years since the first HAFS Committee met. The Committee continues 
to build on the foundations laid by its inaugural members. 

So much has changed during these three decades! The first Minutes were all 
handwritten, and meetings were held once a month. Now we have meetings 
about four times a year, during the Covid-19 pandemic using Zoom technology. 
Emails were not available in those early years, and desk-top publishing was in 
its infancy. Now we all have access to these great technologies and our lives are 
so much easier with all of our communications.

The above photograph of the inaugural HAFS Committee was taken at the first 
AGM, held on 18 May 1991 at Windermere, Lochinvar NSW
Standing at the back: Angela Lind, John de Boos, Judith  Fitz-Henry,  
Peter Sherlock, Ewart Hungerford. 
Kneeling in front: Ken Hill, Mel Newth, Ron Prentice, Tom Hungerford.
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The current Committee owes a great deal of gratitude to the early Committees. 
Over the years many family members have served on the Committee, and oth-
ers have assisted behind the scenes. We thank them for their tireless efforts, for 
without them the Society would not be as strong as it is today.
Below are listed people who have made significant contributions to the Society, 
beginning with HAFS Life Members and Patrons. 
There follows a Table of the dates and places where annual HAFS Church Ser-
vices and Annual General Meetings have been held. 

HAFS Life Members
1993 Thomas Gordon (‘Tom’) Hungerford OBE 
   (E.6.1a.6b, died 2007)

 Melville Cooper (‘Mel’) Newth OBE  
  (E.4.1a.6b.2c, died 2004)

 Richard W. Hungerford Jnr. 
  (North American Correspondent 1991-2008)

1994 Sue Hungerford  
  (T.2.2a.1b=, died 2013) 

 Ronald Herbert (‘Ron’) Prentice  
  (E.2.5a.2b.2c, died 2015)

 Peter David Sherlock  
  (E.4.1a.6b.5c.1d.2e) 

2001 Harry Boyle (died 2005)

 Ronald (‘Ron’) Mathieson (died 2006)

2008 Charles Henry Sherlock AM   
  (E.4.1a.6b.5c.1d)

2010 Judith Mary Wellesley Fitz-Henry  
  (E.8.3a.5b.1c)

HAFS Patrons
1990-2007  Thomas Gordon (‘Tom’) Hungerford OBE  
  (E.6.1a.6b, died 2007) 
2007-present Barrie Hungerford 
   (E.9.3a.4b.1c) 
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Significant contributors to HAFS’s first three decades 
(in alphabetical order)

Lesley Abrahams (H.4a.1b.1c.1d / E.6.5a.1b.1c.1d)
Committee 2011-present
President 2014-present 

 Harry Boyle OAM
 Life Member 2001
 Died 2005

Ellen Mary (‘Molly’) Brown  
(H.4a.4b.1c / E.6.5a.4b.1c)
Committee 1997-2002
Died 2010

 Michael Cooper 
 (E.6.13a.2b.2c.1d) 
 Committee 2014-present
 Web Editor 2018-present

Betty Crowley (E.6.16a.4b)
Committee 1992-2003, 1998-2004
Treasurer 2001-2002 
Secretary 2002-2003
Died 2011

 Harry Crowley (E.6.16a.4b=)
 Committee 2002-2003
 Died 2010
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John de Boos (E.2.4a 9b 2c=)
Committee 1990-1997
Vice President 1990-1991
Treasurer 1991-1997
Died 2005

 Judith Fitz-Henry (E.8.3a.5b.1c) 
 Committee 1990-2009
 Publicity Officer 1990-1991
 Social Secretary 1997-2009
 Vice President 2002-2010
 Life Member 2010

Joan Tyrrell Graeme (E.2.3a.5b.1c.1d)
Committee 1992-1995, 1997-2001
HAFS photographer for many years
Died 2021

 Lesley Greenwood 
 (E.2.7a.3b.9c.1d)
 Committee 2020-present

Brett Harvey (E.1.1a.15b.1c.1d.1e=)
Committee 2013-present
Secretary 2014-present

 Edmund (‘Biddulph’) Henning 
 (E.2.6a.4b.1c)
 Committee 1997-1999
 Treasurer 1997-1999
 Died 2004
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Edmund Henning 
(E.2.6a.4b.1c.3d) 
Committee 1999-2002 
Treasurer 1999-2001

 Ken Hill 
 (E.2.7a.3b.9c.1d=) 
 Committee 1990-1991
 Died 2010

Ben Hosking 
(H.4a.2b.4c.2d.1e / E.6.5a.2b.4c.2d.1e) 
Webmaster 2014-2016

 Annette Hungerford 
 (E.1.1a.14b.4c) 
 Committee 2001-2002

Barrie Hungerford 
(E.9.3a.4b.1c) 
Committee 1997-2001
President 1997-2001
Patron 2007-present

 Brenda Hungerford 
 (E.7.1a.2b.4c.2d) 
 Committee 2001-2002

Ewart Hungerford 
(E.6.1a 1b 1c) 
Committee 1991-1997
Died 1997
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John B.S. Hungerford 
(E.1.1a.7b.1c.2d) 
Committee 1997-2014
President 2010-2014 
Secretary 1997-2002 
Treasurer 2002-2010

 John F. Hungerford 
 (B.10a.2b.2c.5d)
 John set up HAFS’s first  
 website, and cared for it  
 for some years.

John W.B. (‘Jack’) Hungerford 
(B.3a.4b.1c) 
Committee 2010-2012
Treasurer 2010-2012

 Judy Hungerford 
 (E.9.3a.4b.1c=2) 
 Committee 2009-2017
 Social Secretary 2010-2017

Richard W. Hungerford Jnr. 
North American 
Correspondent 1991-2008
Life Member 1994

 Sue Hungerford 
 (T.2.2a.1b=)
 Life Member 1994
 Died 2013
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Thomas G. (‘Tom’) Hungerford OBE 
(E.6.1a.6b) 
Founding Patron 1990-2007 
Life Member 1993 
Died 2007

 Richard Hyland 
 (E.2.4a.7b.5c.3d) 
 Committee 2014-2019
 Treasurer 2014-2019,
  2021-present

Angela Lind 
(linked to E.7.5a.2b=)
Committee 1990-2018
Treasurer 1990-1991

 Ronald (‘Ron’) Mathieson 
 Life Member 2001
 Died 2006

Gregan McMahon 
(E.6.12a.1b.5c) 
Committee 2015-2016

Melville (‘Mel’) Newth OBE 
(E.4.1a.6b.2c) 
Committee 1990-1997
Founding President 1991-1996
Life Member 1993
Died 2004
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Ronald H. (‘Ron’) Prentice (E.2.5a.2b.2c)
Founder 1990
Committee 1990-1998
Secretary 1990-1997
Overseas Correspondent 1991-2008
Life Member 1994
Died 2015

 Pauline Richardson 
 (E.2.6a.3b.7c.1d) 
 Committee 2003-05, 2009-12
 President 2009-2010

Catriona Rogers 
(E.6.12a.1b.2c.1d)
Committee 2016-present
Treasurer 2019-2021
Social Secretary 2018-present

 Katherine (‘Kate’) Roth 
 (H.4a.2b.4c.2d/E.6.5a.2b.4c.2d) 
 Webmaster  2014-2016

Charles Sherlock AM 
(E.4.1a.6b.5c.1d) 
Committee 2005-2021
Assistant Editor 1997-2004
Editor 2005-present
Life Member 2008

 Peter Sherlock 
 (E.4.1a.6b.5c.1d.2e)
 Committee 1990-2005
 Archivist 1990-1991
 Editor 1990-2004
 Life Member 1994
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Katharine (‘Kathy’) Smart 
(H.4a.1b.1c.1d.1e / 
E.6.5a.1b.1c.1d.1e)
Committee 2020-present
Facebook page Moderator

 Murray Bruce Tyrrell AM
 (E.2.4a.10b.1c.2d) 
 Committee 2012-2015
 Treasurer 2012-2014 
 Assistant Treasurer 2014-15

Pauline Tyrrell 
(E.2.4a.10b.1c.2d=) 
Committee 2005-present 
Vice President 2010-present

 Jenny Wilson 
 (E.6.2a.3b.2c) 
 Committee 2003-2014
 Secretary 2003-2014

Davina Wilton/Hall Best 
(E.2.2a.2b.4c.2d.1e)
Committee 2017-present
Webmaster 2017-present

 Eric Young
 (L.VIII.i.2.5a.4b.2c) 
 Committee 2003-2005
 Began HAFS digitising project
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HAFS Annual General Meeting and 
Annual Church Service locations

1991 First AGM at ‘Windermere’, Lochinvar  
 (the home of Peter and Lorna Capp – at that time)
  First Church Service at St James’ Anglican Church, Turramurra
1992 Church Service at St Thomas’ Anglican Church, Enfield 
 AGM at ‘Closebourne’, 365 Morpeth Road, Morpeth
1993 Church Service at St Clement’s Anglican Church, Mosman 
 AGM at ‘Eryldene’ Heritage House and Garden, Gordon
1994 Church Service at St Peter’s Anglican Cathedral, Armidale 
 AGM at ‘Windermere’, Lochinvar
1995 Church Service at St Mark’s Anglican Church, Darling Point 
 AGM at St Mark’s Anglican Church property, Darling Point
1996 Church Service at Holy Trinity (Garrison) Church, Millers Point, Sydney 
 AGM at Holy Trinity (Garrison) Church property, Millers Point, Sydney
1997 Church Service at St John the Baptist Anglican Church, Ashfield 
 AGM in the Parish Hall of St John the Baptist Church, Ashfield
1998 Church Service at St Thomas’ Anglican Church, Enfield 
 AGM at St Thomas’ Anglican Church Hall, Ashfield
1999 AGM at Baerami Creek Hall, Baerami, via Denman. 
 Church Service at St Michael’s Anglican Church, Surry Hills
2000 (10th) Church Service at Christ Church Anglican Cathedral, Newcastle 
 (10th Anniversary) Church Service at St Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney 
 AGM at the Chapter House, St Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney
2001 Church Service at Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Lochinvar 
 AGM at ‘Windermere’, Lochinvar
2002 Church Service at St Mary’s Anglican Church, Maitland 
 AGM at Tyrrell’s Winery, Pokolbin
2003 Church Service at St James’ Anglican Church, Turramurra 
 AGM at St James’ Anglican Church Parish Hall, Turramurra
2004 Church Service at St Alban’s Anglican Church, Lindfield 
 AGM at the h Home of Julia and Biddulph Henning, Lindfield
2005 Church Service at All Saints’ Anglican Church, New Lambton 
 AGM at All Saints’ Anglican Church Parish Hall, New Lambton
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2006 Church Service at St Philip’s Anglican Church, York Street, Sydney 
 AGM at the Parish Room of St Philip’s Anglican Church, Sydney
2007 Church Service at St James’ Anglican Church, Morpeth 
 AGM at St James’ Anglican Church Parish Hall, Morpeth
2008 Church Service at St John the Divine Anglican Church, Branxton 
 AGM at Tyrrell’s Winery, Pokolbin
2009 Church Service at ‘Tahlee’ Bible College, Karuah, Port Stephens 
 AGM at ‘Tahlee’ Bible College, Karuah, Port Stephens.
2010 Church Service at All Saints’ Anglican Church, Hunters Hill 
 AGM at the Annie Wyatt Room, National Trust Building,  
 Observatory Hill, Sydney
2011 Church Service at The Memorial Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 
 Cooranbong 
 AGM at Aunt Molly’s Olde Bakehouse, Morisset
2012 Church Service at St Andrew’s Anglican Church, Summer Hill 
 AGM at St Andrew’s Anglican Church Hall, Summer Hill
2013 Church Service at St Mary’s Anglican Church, Maitland 
 AGM at Tyrrell’s Winery, Pokolbin
2014 Church Service at St James’ Anglican Church, King Street, Sydney 
 AGM at St James’ King Street Church Hall
2015 Church Service at St Peter’s Anglican Church, East Maitland 
 AGM at Tyrrell’s Winery, Pokolbin
2016 Church Service at St John the Divine Anglican Church, Branxton 
 AGM at Tyrrell’s Winery, Pokolbin
2017 Church Service at Holy Name Roman Catholic Priory, Wahroonga 
 AGM at Warrawee Bowling Club, Warrawee
2018 Church Service at The Kings School Chapel, North Parramatta 
 AGM at the Thomas Memorial Pavilion, The Kings School,  
 North Parramatta
2019 Church Service at Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Lochinvar 
 AGM at Tyrrell’s Winery, Pokolbin
2020 No Church Service, given COVID-19 restrictions 
 AGM at the home of Michael Cooper, Cremorne:  
 minimal number present due to COVID-19 restrictions
2021 No Church Service, given COVID-19 restrictions 
 AGM  Zoomed from the home of Michael Cooper, Cremorne
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A demographic view of the Hungerford family
 – Part 1

By Lesley Greenwood (E.2.7a.3b.9c.1d)

Introduction

The Hungerford and Associated Families Society (HAFS) has, over the past 
three decades, accumulated a massive amount of information, providing a 

comprehensive family history and an extensive Hungerford family tree. 
It is timely, therefore, in this Australian Census year of 2021, to look at some 
demographic data pertaining to our Hungerford family. Information compiled 
in the Hungerfords Down Under (HDU) database up to September 2020 is ana-
lysed to provide a history of births, fertility rates and family size over eight 
generations of the E line of Hungerfords since arriving in Australia in 1828. 
Generational trends are then compared to the Australia-wide situation and some 
comments made on anticipated future trends for the Hungerford family. 
This ‘Part 1’ concentrates on births and fertility rates. It is intended that future 
Parts, on deaths, infant mortality and age structure, and possibly on coupling 
(and uncoupling) will complement this in future Journals.

Methodology

The HDU coding system assigns a unique alphanumeric code to every Hun-
gerford descendant based on their family lineage. It and the index spread-

sheet were used to sort and filter various data according to each individual’s 
generation, code, gender and year of birth. Using those parameters in vari-
ous combinations, it is possible to glean some demographic characteristics of 
the Hungerford family in Australia. It is acknowledged that record details are 
incomplete for some branches and for some individuals, however these are con-
sidered to be negligible and do not compromise the general statistical findings 
of this research, unless where noted that caution be applied.
Over 8,250 individuals are recorded in HDU in the E line, that is, descendants of 
Catherine and Emanuel Hungerford, and the spousal partners of those descen-
dants. The numbers of births in each generation are a count of direct family 
descendants according to their Hungerford code and can be seen in Table 1, 
column 3 below. 
The total fertility rate is the average number of children born to the number 
of females of reproductive age – generally aged between 15-49 years – in the 
previous generation. The data were sorted by Hungerford generation and by 
gender to calculate (i) the numbers of direct descendants in each generation; 
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and (ii) the number of females of child-bearing age in the previous generation, 
to then calculate fertility rates over eight generations of the Hungerford family. 
The data were also sorted to illustrate the effect of fertility on family size. The 
assumptions underlying this analysis are provided at the end of the article.
Catherine and Emanuel Hungerford arrived in Australia in 1828 with their 
(then) eight children. Catherine gave birth to two more babies, born in West 
Maitland NSW, to complete this first generation of the founding family. The 
NSW fertility rate in the 1830s was around 6.5 children per woman, so Cath-
erine with ten children contributed more than the average at that time. This 
first generation of ten children (coded E.1 to E.10) and their eleven spouses 
subsequently produced 75 children, that is, grandchildren of Catherine and 
Emanuel. This HAFS-coded ‘a’ (second) generation was born between 1839 
and 1892.

Results

Table 1 below illustrates the increasing numbers of Catherine and Emanuel’s 
direct descendants with each successive generation (refer to column 3). 

The number of Hungerford offspring is the count of biological children in each 
generation. The date range of births refers to the period of time between the first 
birth and the last birth in each Hungerford generation. 
The table also summarises the outcome of the fertility data analysis. The num-
ber of females of fertile age refers to the biologically-descended and spousal 
Hungerford females who attained reproductive age. Note that females who died 
young were not counted in the number of reproductive-age females.
The results indicate that the largest cohort of Hungerfords to date is the sixth, 
that is, the HAFS-coded ‘e’ generation of Hungerfords (4 x great-grandchildren 
of Catherine and Emanuel), the first of whom was born in 1931 and the total of 
which currently numbers 1,926 people. This generation is still growing, as there 
are members in the previous ‘d’ generation that are yet to be or are still in family 
formation age groups.
The youngest known member of the ‘d’ generation was born in 2011. The ‘d’ 
generation commenced in 1910 and is, to date, the most widespread chronologi-
cally, spreading across 101 years and numbering 1,225 people. 
Based on current information, the ‘e’ generation is likely to exceed the ‘d’ 
time-span – one could assume it may extend into the mid-21st century, thus 
spanning around 120 (+ or -) years between the oldest and eventual youngest 
of its cohort.
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Table 1. Fertility rates for successive generations of Hungerfords1 
From the Table above, and including the one family member who is in the next 
‘h’ generation, there are more than 5,500 known direct descendants of Cath-
erine and Emanuel Hungerford, born in the 207 years since Catherine gave birth 
to their first child. There are 74 sets of twins included in this total, representing 
2.69% of descendants. The large sizes of the earlier ‘E’ and ‘a’ generations (10 
children and 75 grandchildren respectively) provided high initial multipliers, 
thus resulting in the high number of total descendants today across eight gen-
erations – ‘E’ to ‘g’ – of Hungerfords. The majority is Australian-born but the E 
line of the Hungerford family is more ethnically diverse and now has members 
who are located around the globe. 
The results for total fertility rates for the Hungerford family show that they have 
declined over the last 200+ years, from a high of 10 children for the founding 
female Catherine to 2.26 children per reproductive-age female for the ‘d’ gener-
ation (the last complete generation) to 1.53 children for those of the ‘f’ genera-
tion who are beyond reproductive age and 1.44 children per female for those of 
the current ‘g’ generation who appear to have completed childbearing. The rates 
for the last three generations will be subject to change over time until the last of 
the female cohort in each of the generations has progressed past reproductive 
age. These rates may be more or less than currently calculated, depending on 
1 Refer ‘Assumptions’ at the end of this article. Note that ‘e’, ‘f’ and ‘g’ are uncompleted generations and 

so the fertility rate for them will be subject to change. There may also be missing data yet to be updated.
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the ultimate future numbers of fertile age females in each previous generation 
and the numbers of offspring they produce. 
The results for the Hungerford family can be compared to the change in fertility 
rates in Australia from 1800 to 2020, illustrated in Graph 1 below. The general 
trend in Hungerford family fertility rates would appear to be reasonably consis-
tent with the national trend – that of gradual decline – in Australia. 

Graph 1. Total fertility rates for Australia 1800-2020
Source: Statista 2021, showing Australian total fertility rate trend 1800-2020

Changes in fertility rates in Australia in the 19th and 20th centuries were influ-
enced by social and economic events, generally trending lower as living standards 
and educational opportunities improved. However, as evident in the graph, there 
were distinct periods where the trend was affected by major events, particular-
ly the 1860s gold rush (resulting in a high migrant influx and more births), the 
Depression of the 1930s (resulting in a lower number of births), the global baby 
boom (1945-1964) that followed the end of World War II and the introduction of 
the contraceptive pill in Australia in 1961 (lowering the rate of reproduction). The 
overall, long-term trend has been a continued decline in fertility rates over time. 
The Hungerford family data set was further interrogated to ascertain whether 
these national patterns were mirrored in the Hungerford family. The numbers 
of children of Hungerford-descended women born in the 1920s and 1930s were 
compared against the numbers of children of women born in the 1900 and 1910 
decades and in the decades of the 1940s to 1970s. Hungerford women born in 
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the 20 years 1920-1939, that is, the majority of those in childbearing ages after 
WWII, exhibited a rate of 2.37 children each, compared to 2.13 children in the 
previous 20-year period 1900-1919 and compared to the two sets of double 
decades (1940-1959 and 1960-1979) after the baby boom years, where the rates 
dropped to 1.98 and 1.52 children respectively. These figures suggest that there 
was (i) a slight increase in Hungerford births during the post-war baby boom 
but not as significant as in the general Australian population; and (ii) a later 
decline in childbirths since the ready availability of contraception. 
Whereas fertility rates provide some indication of average family size, the 
counts of numbers of children per reproductive-aged woman provide an indica-
tion of the spread of family sizes. The pattern emerging in the fertility rates and 
family sizes of the current ‘f’ generation (which commenced in 1960) is gener-
ally following anticipated national patterns, that is, mostly limiting progeny to 
no more than two children (see Table 2. below). Bear in mind that the tail end 
of this ‘f’ generation is still in the family formation stage and figures should be 
considered as indicative only for this group.

Changes in family size over time, as measured by the number of children 
born to each fertility-aged female, are summarised in Table 2 below. The 

first (‘E’) generation of Catherine and Emanuel Hungerford’s ten children and 
their eleven spouses contained eleven reproductive-age females. Nine of these 
women (82%) had five or more children each (including three mothers who had 
more than ten children each). 
Note that the analysis does not provide data on blended families, for example, 
such as that of the largest single family of Hungerfords, namely E.6, with 17 
children, which was the combined total of offspring from two wives. There are 
numerous other instances among the Hungerfords of families where there have 
been, and are currently (but not simultaneously), more than one conjugal union.
That Australian women are having fewer children is also exhibited in the suc-
cessive generations of Hungerfords. Large families of five or more children 
were the predominant sizes of the ‘E’ and ‘a’ generations (82% and 39% respec-
tively) whereas the current ‘f’ generation has shifted the emphasis, with 85% of 
families having two or fewer children. 
The age at which Australian women are having their first child is increasingly in 
their later ages, with the norm now around the 30-34 years age range. A sample 
study of over 520 Hungerford women, for which there is date of birth data of both 
mother and child available, indicates that this trend is apparent in the Hungerford 
generation too. Of mothers born in the early 1820s to 1850s, the average age at the 
birth of their first child was below 24 years of age. Over the succeeding decades, 
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it has crept up gradually, to over 26 years old in the 1950s and at the end of last 
century it was over 28 years of age. This tendency for women to delay having 
children is generally consistent with them also having fewer children.

Table 2. Hungerford families by generation and family size

Comments

The fertility rate at which a population replicates itself is around 2.1 chil-
dren per reproductive-age female (to replace herself and her partner and to 

account for early mortalities in the general population and skewed sex ratios at 
birth). Total population growth in Australia is achieved through a combination 
of natural growth and a reliance on immigration, the latter of which currently 
contributes around 60%. Numbers of births in Australia have plateaued in the 
21st century; in 2019 the rate was 1.66 children per woman. The reproduc-
tive rate of future generations of Hungerfords is likely to mirror the Australian 
national trend, that is, to remain at low levels as is evident in the information 
exhibited in Tables 1 and 2 and in Graph 1. 
Factors, largely social and economic, impinging on delayed parenthood include 
female education and higher workforce participation, delaying major life-
changing transitions, such as moving out of the family home and partnering, 
cost of living expenses, especially housing, and choosing to have smaller fami-
lies. Such decisions are possible through the availability of birth control mea-
sures and the ability of young people to pursue and prioritise their personal aspi-
rations. The delay in first births also contributes to the decline in total fertility 
rates to the low levels exhibited today.
The Hungerfords, like the Australian population in general, have not achieved 
the replication rate for several decades. In terms of anticipated future genera-
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tions, the ‘e’ generation, currently numbering 1,926 direct descendants, is the 
largest generational cohort in the Hungerford family to date, being the children 
of the, so far, 1,041 reproductive-age ‘d’ generation females. It will be further 
supplemented by future offspring from the remaining ‘d’ generation younger 
females approaching their fertile years. 
Assuming, ceteris paribus, that current global conditions (social, political, eco-
nomic, epidemiological, climatic etc) remain relatively constant for the foresee-
able future, the total number of Hungerford descendants will continue to grow 
but at a lesser rate than in earlier generations, given the trend of low and declin-
ing fertility rates. The ‘e’ generation may grow to more than 2,000 in number 
by mid-century and subsequent generations may exceed this magnitude. The 
Hungerford lineage is here for the duration.

Assumptions and explanations

The HAFS coding system applies an alphanumeric code to each individual 
according to their numerical birth order in the family; their generation is 

indicated alphabetically. The code is added to with each new generation to sig-
nify family lineage. For example, E.2.7a.3b.9c.1d is a ‘d’ generation descen-
dant, i.e. 3 x great-grandchild of Emanuel and Catherine Hungerford, being the 
first child (1) of the ninth child of the previous generation (9c), whose parent 
was, in turn, the third child (3b) of the seventh child (7a) of the second child (2) 
of Emanuel and Catherine Hungerford. Spouses are assigned the same code as 
their partner, with the addition of ‘=’ after the code. 
The nature of HDU records is such that some subjectivity and value judgements 
had to be applied where information is incomplete though only in a few cases: for 
example, where the birth year was not given or where gender was not able to be 
discerned. Each individual with a Hungerford code was counted once; this meant 
dismissing the second record of individuals who have two codes (from being 
related to two different branches of the family) to ensure they were not double-
counted. Children were assigned to the birth mother where there were interfam-
ily marriages, for example, ‘Madge’ was the wife of E.9.7a then E.9.8a and she 
had a combined total of five children; and the descendants of Emma Hungerford 
(E.6.5a), who is recorded in HDU in the H line, are included and ascribed to her. 
The case study counts adopted children as direct Hungerford descendants (as 
they have legal entitlements and receive a Hungerford code) but not step-chil-
dren of non-bloodline partners, unless they appear to have been adopted. Fertili-
ty-aged females included those who had no children and those few females who 
had given birth to at least one child but died early in their reproductive years. 
In a few cases, the number of offspring was limited as the husband died early.
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The E generation of the Hungerfords (the children of Catherine and Emanuel) 
comprised eight male and two female descendants. One of the males did not 
marry and two of the men married twice, resulting in eleven females in that 
first generation, one of whom had nil offspring. In Table 1, subsequent genera-
tions show that the number of reproductive-age females in column 4 is different 
to the figures in the previous row in column 3 but are of similar magnitude. 
Hypothetically, if each generation was split evenly between genders and all 
married once, these two numbers would be identical. In reality, the differences 
are accounted for by early deaths, multiple marriages in some cases (both on the 
part of women and men), males with nil offspring and higher numbers of males. 
Note that the later ‘e’, ‘f’ and ‘g’ generations are not complete, as there are still 
individuals and families in these generations that are approaching or are still in 
reproductive ages; only females over 40 and some younger women who have 
given birth in these generations and their offspring were used to calculate fertil-
ity rates for these generations. The data suggest that almost all families in these 
so-characterised groups may have completed their family formation (at least five 
years since last birth). The statistics for these generations may not be reflective of 
the patterns for later members in the group, so should be viewed more cautiously.
The data used to ascertain the spike in post-WWII babies used only direct 
descendant Hungerford females, as HDU records generally do not have data on 
birthdates of Hungerford spouses. It is assumed that this sample is representa-
tive of the whole Hungerford family. Likewise, the sample data on age of the 
mother at first birth is also assumed to be indicative of the whole family.  q
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Joan Tyrrell Graeme (E.2.3a.5b.1c.1d) 
– a sister remembers

By Margot Davies (E.2.3a.5b.1c.2d), Joan’s sister

Joan Catherine Tyrrell Graeme (E.2.3a.5b.1c.1d) was born in Sydney on 
21 February 1929 and was, until this year, the oldest living descendant in the 

E.2.3a line.1 Her direct ancestors were:
Robert Richard Hungerford (E.2) who married Ellen Winder (W.2)

|
Emma Hungerford (E.2.3a) who married Lovick Tyrrell

|
Alice Maude Tyrrell (E.2.3a.5b) who married Henry Weir Graeme

|
Harry Tyrrell Graeme (E.2.3a.5b.1c) who married Thelma Bridget Turner

Our parents, Harry Tyrrell Graeme and Thelma Turner (E.2.3a.5b.1c=) were tal-
ented people with many interests in common, including golf, both winning sever-
al trophies, with our mother acquiring her first at the age of 15 years. Both encour-
aged us in our pursuit to gain knowledge of the arts and to travel, as they were 
conscious of the country’s isolation and felt it would be part of our development.
Our father was a Bank Manager with the old Union Bank and was equally tal-
ented at tennis and billiards.  Mother had a beautiful mezzo-soprano voice and 
sang on the ABC classical radio programmes in the early forties, therefore her 
interests revolved around the music world in Sydney over many years. She even 
met Joan Sutherland and had her as a guest, where she sang in a musical held at 
the Killara Golf Club well before reaching the prominence she later achieved. 

Travel and the UK

Joan’s qualifications included secretarial training and 
graduating as a nurse, working for two years to save 

enough money to join two fellow nurses in 1954 and 
sail for six weeks to the mother country, as England 
was known. Travel in those post World War II days was 
comparatively rare, and Joan would have been among 
some of the first ‘Aussie’ girls to venture abroad.  
Once settled in London she immediately found work 
and one of her first positions was to nurse a member 
of the British nobility, Sir Fitzroy Anstruther Gough 
1 Tyrrell Graham was Joan’s surname. Joan as a nurse, aged 20.
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Calthorpe (Baronet - pictured at right) for six weeks in his 
stately home in Hampshire, after which he presented her 
with a beautiful porcelain vase. 
However, secretarial work finally took over, for although 
the salaries were very modest it was sufficient to provide 
the essentials for living, along with many visits to museums, 
art galleries, plays, ballet and particularly opera, where she 
sat in ‘the gods’ at Covent Garden.  Travelling throughout 
the United Kingdom and the Continent provided wonderful 
experiences in between work commitments.

Presentation to the Queen

One major highlight during this time was attending a garden party held 
by the Lord Chamberlain, and the following day was her Presentation at 

Court in the Throne Room at Buckingham Palace before a very young Queen 
Elizabeth II and Prince Philip.  

Joan (left) in London prior to her presentation to the Queen,  
with Mr Justice Kinsella, Mrs Kinsella and their daughter Elizabeth.
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Driving down The Mall in a Rolls Royce with Mr Justice Kinsella and Mrs Kin-
sella together with their daughter Elizabeth, followed by all the pomp and cer-
emony of the Presentation, was an unforgettable experience.  Joan’s participation 
was made possible through our mother’s family connections. It was also fortunate 
that Elizabeth, who trained with her, was involved in the same ceremony.

Joan and Margot

Joan’s colourful letters finally per-
suaded me to join her in 1956 

and we moved from Sydenham Hill 
into Earls Court to be nearer to all 
our interests. We managed a trip to 
Farleigh Hungerford Castle in Bath, 
Somerset, and visited the Revd Fus-
sell, who had taken such an interest 
in the family history and with whom 
our mother had corresponded over 
several years.  
We still remember seeing the tombs of some of our ancestors in the crypt under 
the Chapel where a couple of the effigies’ profiles resembled out late father, 
which was very moving. Joan and I lived together for some time until our plans 
took us in different directions.

Canada and the USA

I decided to remain in the UK and explore the countryside as well as the Con-
tinent, while Joan took off with three friends and toured Canada, the US and 

down to Mexico City, before settling in the US, working for two years in the 
Australian Embassy in Washington DC. 
Joan was appointed Secretary to the Military Attache in the Australian Army 
Headquarters, at the time that Ambassador Howard Beale and Mrs Beale were in 
office. It proved an interesting and exciting position which included many func-
tions and celebrations to which she was always invited, and a second Presentation 
to Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip at a garden party when they visited Wash-
ington. (Editor: while in the USA, Joan interacted with TAG Hungerford.).

Returned home
Finally, Joan decided to come home despite an offer of marriage: as she once 
explained to me, she had been proposed to on three continents, but her destiny 
decided otherwise. However, after five years away and forming many friend-
ships in the USA and the UK, she wanted to be on home soil. 
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Another interesting position awaited her as Secretary Assistant to the CEO, 
Sir Noel Foley, of a large manufacturing company. Her activities continued 
and multiplied, working for the Asthma Foundation, the Hungerford and 
Associated Families Society, attending their functions and contributing pho-
tos of many occasions. 
The Opera Lunedi organisation provided weekly meetings with guest speakers 
to study opera and music in general. The Joan Sutherland and Richard Bonynge 
Association was a particular favourite keeping her up to date on all matters 
pertaining to opera. Joan was also a member of the NSW Art Gallery Society 
for over 50 years and enjoyed the company of a wide circle of friends who had 
similar interests in the arts. 
Although her personal life was 
very private, I want to acknowl-
edge her long friendship with Bob 
Henderson whom she knew for 
over eleven years. He too led an 
interesting life and served in the 
RAAF as Squadron-Leader in ‘G’ 
for George, the bomber immortal-
ized in Canberra, followed by an 
active life in the business world.

Joan , Wing Commander Spurgeon (Intellegence Officer), The Australian Ambassador to the UK,  
Howard & Mrs Beale, and Joan’s friend Peg Minogue.

Joan with her long time friend, Bob Henderson.
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Joan with her parents, aged three.

Joan decided to move to the Gold Coast in 2013 to be closer to me and share 
in my lifestyle. Sadly, her health deteriorated in late May 2021, and she passed 
away in the Gold Coast Private Hospital on 21 June. 
She is greatly missed by all who knew her.  q
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The War Memorial Gates at Pokolbin
By Pauline Tyrrell (E.2.4a.10b.1c.2d=)

Local communities recognise their servicemen and women in many ways. 
Here in Pokolbin, we have our War Memorial Gates, built in 1948, which 

have been restored recently. 
On Anzac Day 2021, on a very cold morning, the local community gathered as 
the restored gates were unveiled, after much work by John Drayton and others. 
One of the members of the Matthews family who was at the original ceremony 
made a small memorable speech, and many wreaths were laid.
Another ceremony on the day was the unveiling of the Heritage Cairn com-
memorating the gates as a site of historical significance in our area.

The initial opening

Although the Pokolbin area was not very large, 24 of its men enlisted in World 
War I, and 38 in World War II. 

After the end of World War II fund raising began to build 
the Pokolbin War Memorial Gates. By 1948 they were 
ready to be officially opened, and the residents of Pokol-
bin were invited to a celebration to honour those who had 
served in World War I and World War II.  
Visitors came from far and wide to attend the dedication 
of the Memorial Gates, and the Avenue of Honour of trees in memory of the 
men who had enlisted from the district in both wars. 

The parade approaching the gates at the 1948 opening. 
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The official opening of the gates was performed by the President of the Cess-
nock branch of the Returned Soldiers’ League, Mr. P. Farnham. 
The following article appeared in the Cessnock Eagle and South Maitland 
Recorder on Friday 1 November 1946.

The most successful: day’s sports for over 30 years was held in Mac-
Donald’s Flat, Pokolbin, last Saturday, in aid of Pokolbin. War Memo-
rial Gates, when over £40 was cleared after expenses.1 
The first event began at l p.m., and from then until 5 p.m. a steady 
stream of cars, sulkys and horsemen arrived, competitors coming 
from all parts of the district and as far distant as 25 miles away. 
Mr. O. Matthews and Mr. U. G. Tinkler were in charge of all horse 
events. The foot and novelty events were in the capable hands of Mr. 
A. Sonberg, Messrs. G. L. and W. Drayton, and the motor events Mr. 
R. Miller. The ice cream and cordial tent was conducted by Mr. P. 
Martin and Mrs. L. Drayton, while Mr. F.Polson acted as Secretary.
The main attraction for the children was rides on the donkey, which 
was kindly loaned by Hawley’s riding school, and realised 11/6.
The horse events resulted as follows:—
Flag race, F. Jones; bending race, M. Goodwin; donkey race, S. Pow-
ell; rescue race, Mr. Sharp; melon race, M. Matthews; pony race, F. 
Jones; heavy farm horse derby, Mr. R. Bridge; light farm horse derby, 
Lindeman’s Ltd.; boys and girls under 10; years’, 
Enid Cooper; boys under 15 years, M. Drayton; 
girls under 15 years, Larelle Drayton; women’s 
race, Mrs. E. Drayton; old buffers’ race, O. Mat-
thews; combination sack race Miss D. Drayton 
ladies, Neil Ekert, gents; lighting the candle, Mrs. 
G. Drayton; nail driving, Mrs. Threadgate; men’s 
allcomers, N. Brown; pole vaulting, M. Goodwin, 
slow car race, U. Tinkler; motor bike bending 
race, Darry Parker; ladies rooster chase, I. Ste-
vens; gents rooster chase, Wal Bridge.
A Ball was held in the School of Arts at night, 
when the hall was filled. A series of entertain-
ments were given during the evening by ventril-
oquist Mr. McLennan, of Cessnock, which was 
much appreciated.

The article shows the simple pleasures of those day; 
rooster chasing and motor bike bending!!
1  Today this would be about a month’s wages for a skilled tradesman.

The Heritage Cairn erected 
near the restored gates
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At right: 
Bruce, John and Pauline 
Tyrrell in front of the right-
hand gate, with its roll of 
honour, at the opening.

The Pokolbin War Memorial gates before restoration (above), and after (below)
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Hungerford family members named on the gates

Many of our families are listed on the gates, also members of many associated 
families, for example the Chick and Drayton families. Below is a summary 

of the Hungerford family members on the panels.

World War I

Avery Edal Tyrrell  (E.2.4a.10b)
Avery served in the Light Trench Mortar Battery, Reinforce-
ment 3, and his regimental number was 1456. He served in 
France and Belgium, being wounded at Passchendaele.

William Henry Wilkinson (E.4.4a.3b)
‘Billy’ served with the 1st Light Horse Regiment, 11th Rein-
forcements, and his regimental number was 1475. He served 
in Egypt and France

World War II
Reginald Younie Chick (E.1.4a.7b.3c=2)
Reginald served as a Private with the Australian Army, and his service number 
was QX10197.

Ronald Charles Drayton (E.1.4a.10b.3c)
Ronald served as a sapper with the Australian Army, and his 
service number was NX45321.

Cecil Henry Hungerford (E.2.6a.3b.7c)
Cecil served as a Corporal with the Australian Army, and his 
service number was N156127.
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Kevin Robert Hungerford (E.2.6a.3b.6c)
Kevin served as a Private with the Australian Army, and his 
service number was N1773909 (N453656).

Astley Avery Robert Tyrrell (E.2.4a.10b.2c)
Astley served as a Flying Officer with the Royal Australian Air 
Force, and his service number was 421107.

Murray Davey Tyrrell (E.2.4a.10b.1c)
Murray served as a trooper in the 2/6 Armoured Regiment with 
the Australian Army and his service number was NX54457. 
He served in New Guinea.

Sources: 
Cessnock Eagle and South Maitland Recorder, Friday 1 November 1946.
Cessnock Eagle and South Maitland Recorder, Tuesday 6 July 1946, Page 1
Australian WWII Nominal Roll.    q
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Hungerfords and the Wars of the Roses: 
1455-1471, 1483-1487

By Lesley Abrahams (H.4a.1b.1c.1d/ E.6.5a.1b.1c.1d)  
and Kathy Smart (H.4a.1b.1c.1d.1e/ E.6.5a.1b.1c.1d.1e)

The Wars of the Roses covers two periods of sporadic fighting across Eng-
land over three decades, between rival kings, barons, and landholders, 

striving to maintain royal favours and the use of land for their own prosperity. 
Medieval English history was a sequence of rebellions and general upheavals. 
The hold of the monarchy on the life of their aristocracy was fragile through-
out the thirteenth and fourteen centuries. England was dealing with economic 
depression, while the monarchy struggled to maintain or extend power in the 
wider European arena. Into the fifteenth century, society demanded better gov-
ernment, and required the monarchy to govern for the people, not just for the 
benefit of the rich and powerful. 
Though there may have been no more than twelve or thirteen weeks of actual 
fighting, there were major battles between rival branches of the House of the 
Plantagenets – Lancaster and York. 

The House of Lancaster – the Red Rose

The House of Lancaster descended from John of Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaster, the third son of Edward III, the 

most senior unbroken male line of descent. Kings of Eng-
land descended from this family line were Henry IV, Hen-
ry V, Henry VI (1421-1461, 1470-1471), and Henry VII 
(1457-1509). The lands of the Duchy of Lancaster were in 
Gloucestershire, North Wales, Cheshire and Yorkshire.
Other main supporters of the Lancaster line were Margaret of Anjou (1445-
1461, 1470-1471), Queen of Henry VI; Owen Tudor (d. 1461), uncle to Henry 
Tudor (Henry VII); and Edmund Beaufort, 4th Duke of Somerset (d. 1461).
Their heraldic badge was the Red Rose.

The House of York – the White Rose

The House of York claimed descent through both the 
female and male lines from Edward III (reigned 

1327-1377). The male line was through Edmund, Duke 
of York (1341-1402), the fourth son of Edward III, while 
the female line was through the daughter of Lionel, Duke 
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of Clarence (1338-1368), the second son of Edward III. From this line came 
these Kings of England: Edward IV (1461-1470, 1471-1483), Edward V (1483), 
and Richard III (1483-1485). The lands of the Duke of York were throughout 
England and Wales, many in the Welsh Marches. 
The York supporters were Richard, Duke of York (1411-1460), father of Edward 
IV, and George, Duke of Clarence (1449-1478), brother of Edward IV and Rich-
ard III. He attempted to overthrow his brother Edward and was executed via 
drowning in a barrel of wine.
Their heraldic badge was the White Rose.

Wars of the Roses, first phase (1455-1471)

In 1445 Henry VI married Margaret of Anjou, a noble French woman, to 
secure his French territories. Her political acumen and ambition outstripped 

the King’s. In 1454 Henry succumbed to his first bout of madness and Rich-
ard, Duke of York, became Lord Protector through his strong claim to the 
throne. He imprisoned advisors he considered corrupt, including Edmund 
Beaufort, Duke of Somerset. 
When Henry VI recovered from his illness in February 1455, he banished Rich-
ard of York. Many battles between Lancastrians and Yorkists followed, until the 
decisive victory of Edward IV, 4th Duke of York (Richard’s son) in 1471. Some 
of those that involved Hungerfords are detailed below.

Whom did Hungerfords support?

Walter, 1st Lord Hungerford (1378-1449), was Steward of the House of 
Lancaster. Knighted in the reign of King Henry IV, he fought bravely at 

the Battle of Agincourt (1415) and was invested as Knight of the Order of the 
Garter on 3 May 1421 by King Henry V. 
Henry VI (1421-1471) succeeded his father, Henry V, in 1422 at 9 months old.
Robert, 2nd Baron Hungerford (1406-1459) was summoned to Parliament 
1440-1455. He was buried in 1459 in Salisbury Cathedral, bearing the Lancas-
trian livery collar of SS. Sir Robert was married in 1439 to Margaret Botreaux, 
heiress of William, 3rd Baron Botreaux, who possibly died on 16 May 1462 of 
wounds sustained in the Second Battle of St Albans, 17 February 1461. 
Sir Edmund Hungerford (1409-1484), son of Walter, 1st Lord Hungerford, 
was knighted by Henry VI in 1426. Steward of the House of Lancaster south 
of the River Trent, he was Henry VI King’s Carver 1446-51, High Sheriff of 
Gloucestershire 1457, High Sheriff and Member of Parliament for Wiltshire 
1464, and Chamberlain to the Duchy of Lancaster. 
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Catherine Hungerford (1438-1493), daughter of Robert, 2nd Lord Hungerford 
and Margaret Botreaux, was married in 1451 to Richard West, 7th Baron de la 
Warr, a zealous Lancastrian, though he later served Edward IV in France. 
Robert, Baron Moleyns and 3rd Baron Hungerford (1431-1464), was sum-
moned to Parliament in 1445 as Lord Moleyns in the right of his wife, Eleanor. 
He was taken prisoner in Aquitaine while endeavouring to raise the siege of 
Chastillon. Ransomed for £6,000, he was released in 1459. In 1460 he took a 
leading part in the Wars of the Roses, on the Lancastrian side. After the defeat 
at the Battle of Northampton (10 July 1460), he surrendered the Tower of Lon-
don to the Yorkists. After the Battle of Towton (29 March 1461), a Lancastrian 
defeat, he fled with Henry VI to York, and then to Scotland. 
Arrested by the French trying to raise help for Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou, 
he was then taken prisoner again at Battle of Hexham on 15 May 1464 and 
executed at Sandhill, Newcastle. Most of his lands were given to Richard of 
Gloucester (later Richard III), including Farleigh Hungerford Castle. 
Sir Thomas Hungerford (1437-1469), eldest son of Robert, 3rd Lord Hunger-
ford, was married to Lady Anne Percy, daughter of Henry Percy, 2nd Earl of 
Northumberland. Lady Anne was the heiress of her brother Henry Percy, 3rd 
Earl of Northumberland, who died on 29 March 1461 at the Battle of Towton.  
Sir Thomas was imprisoned in Salisbury with Henry Courtenay for conspiring 
with Margaret of Anjou, and executed by Richard, Duke of Gloucester on 12 
January 1469. He is buried at Farleigh Hungerford.

Hungerfords in battle
First Battle of St Albans, Hertfordshire, 22 May 1455 
Edmund Duke of Somerset, supporting King Henry VI, was defeated by Rich-
ard Duke of York and the Earls of Salisbury and Warwick. Richard imprisoned 
Henry VI and became Lord Protector. Henry Percy, 2nd Earl of Northumberland, 
supporting Henry VI, was also killed. He was the father of Lady Anne Percy, 
who later married Sir Thomas Hungerford in 1460. As this was a Yorkist vic-
tory, it lead to Queen Margaret and her son Edward going into exile. However, 
she worked to raise an army and regain the throne for her son. 
Battle of Clyst Heath, Siege of Powderham Castle, 15 December 1455. 
Sir Philip Courtenay (1404-1463) of Powderham Castle was married to Eliza-
beth Hungerford, daughter of Walter 1st Lord Hungerford. Sir Philip took part in 
the Bonville-Courtenay feud culminating in the Battle of Clyst Heath. William, 
1st Baron Bonville, was defeated, and though initially supporting Henry VI, later 
supported the Yorkists at the Battle of Northampton 1460, and 2nd Battle of St 
Albans 1461. Sir Philip swore fealty to Edward IV as a Member of Parliament. 
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Battle of Wakefield, 30 December 1460 
A Lancastrian victory, in which Richard, Duke of York, father of Edward IV, 
was killed. Reginald Grey (1452-1460), brother of John Grey (1432-1462), and 
brother-in-law of Sir Edward Hungerford (1452-1507) was killed in this battle. 
Second Battle of St Albans, 17 February 1461
A Lancastrian victory, though they failed to take advantage of it. Sir Arnold Hun-
gerford (born about 1426), brother of Robert, 3rd Baron Hungerford, was killed.
John Grey, 7th Baron Ferrers of Groby, died leading the charge against the Yor-
kists. His sister was Anne Grey (1456-1507), wife of Sir Edward Hungerford 
(1452-1507). Sir John was married to Elizabeth Woodville, daughter of Earl 
Rivers: after he was killed in 1461, Elizabeth married Edward, 4th Duke of York, 
who became King Edward IV.   

The Wars of the Roses: second phase (1483-1487)

The Wars of the Roses continued with battles raging across the land until the 
Battle of Tewkesbury on 4 May 1471, when Edward of York finally defeat-

ed the Lancastrians, Henry and Margaret were captured and their son Edward 
was killed. Henry IV died in the Tower of London on 21 May 21 1471. It was 
rumoured that Edward IV and his brothers killed him to secure their victory. 
Hungerford lands were confiscated and granted by Edward IV to Richard, Duke 
of Gloucester, including lands in Devon: see the article “Colwell Wood, County 
Devon, and Colwell Wood Cottage” HAFS Newsletter 56 (August 2018) page 
27, and on the HAFS webpage. 
Edward reigned until his sudden death in 1483, and was succeeded by his son 
Edward V, then twelve years old, with his uncle Richard of Gloucester as Lord 
Protector. However, before Edward V could be crowned, Richard moved to 
have the two surviving sons of Edward’s named as illegitimate to break the 
power of the Woodvilles. He had himself crowned Richard III on 6 July 1483, 
and imprisoned the Princes in the Tower of London. 
Sir Walter Hungerford (1445-1516) was the youngest son of Robert, Baron 
Moleyns and 3rd Baron Hungerford.  He initially supported the House of Lan-
caster, but obtained pardon from Richard III on his accession in 1483. But Sir 
Walter was incensed by the (alleged) murder of the young Princes in the Tower. 
Suspecting his change in allegiance, Richard III had him arrested, but Sir Walter 
escaped and joined the army of Henry Tudor, Earl of Richmond. 
Sir Walter slew Sir Robert Brackenbury, Lieutenant of the Tower of London at 
the Battle of Bosworth Field on 22 August 1485, under whose command he 
had previously served. What follows is a poetic account: 
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An extract from Bosworth Field by Sir John Beaumont, Baronet, written in 1629. 

Now Horse to horse, & man is join’d to man
So strictly that soldiers hardly can
Their adversaries from their fellow know
Here each brave champion singles out his foe.
In this confusion Brakenbury meetes
With HUNGERFORD, & him thus fondly greetes
“Ah, Traitor! false in breach of faith & love!
What discontent could thee & Bourchier move
Who had so long my fellowes been in armes
To flee to Rebels? What seducing charmes
Could on your clouded minds such darknesse bring
To serve an outlaw, & neglect a King?”
With these sharpe speeches HUNGERFORD enrag’d
Tuphold his honour, thus the battaile wag’d;
“Thy doting age (saith he) delights in words,
But this aspersion must be tried by swords”
Then leaving talke, he by his weapon speakes,
And drives a blow, which Brakenbury breakes
By lifting up his left hand, else the steele
Had pierced his burgonet, & made him feele
The pangs of death; but now the fury fell
Upon the hand that did the stroke repell,
And cuts so large a portion of the shield,
That it no more can safe protection yield;
Bold HUNGERFORD disdaines his use to make
Of his advantage, but doth straight forsake
His massy target, render’d to his squire,
And saith, “Let cowards such defence desire”. 
This done, these valiant knights dispose their blades
And still the one, the other’s face invades.
Till Brakenburie’s helmet giving way
To these fierce strokes that HUNGERORD doeth lay
Is bruised & gapes; which Bourchier, fighting neare,
Perceives & cries,. “Brave HUNGERFORD, forbeare,
Bring not those silver haires to timelesse end; 
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He was, & may be once again, our friend”.
But oh! Too late; the fatall blow was sent
From HUNGEFORD, which he may now repent.
But not recall, & digges a mortall wound
In Brakenburie’s head, which should be crown’d
With precious metals, & with bayes adorn’d,
For constant truth appearing when he scorn’d
To staine his hand in those young Prince’s blood
And like a rock amidst the Ocean stood
Against the Tyrant’s charmes, & threats unmoved,
Though Death declares how much he RICHARD lov’d.

Source: Jackson Papers, The Hungerford Family:  
  Collections for their Personal History, Vol. 2, page 10

On the death of Richard III at Bosworth Field, Henry Tudor, Earl of Rich-
mond was crowned Henry VII, who knighted Sir Walter on the field. And 

so ended the Wars of the Roses.
Some of the Hungerford estates, including Farleigh Hungerford Castle, were 
restored to Sir Walter. He became a member of the Privy Council, where he con-
tinued to serve under Henry VIII. He is buried at Farleigh Hungerford Castle

Aftermath 

Mary, Lady Hungerford (1467-1533), Baroness Hungerford, Botreaux, 
Moleyns and Moel, was the daughter and sole heiress of Sir Thomas 

Hungerford. After the Attainders of her father and grandfather were reversed 
by Act of Parliament under Henry VII in 1488, she secured the Hungerford 
lands. Her first marriage was to Edward, 2nd Lord Hastings in 1481. She later 
married Sir Richard Sacheverell in 1509 (a Lancastrian).
Sir John Wyndham (1451-1502) was knighted at the Battle of Stoke on 16 June 
1487 by Henry VII, but later beheaded for adhesion to House of York. He was 
the ancestor of William Wyndham, Baronet (1633-1683) who married Frances 
Hungerford in 1653.
Sir John Hungerford (1460-1524) of Down Ampney, was knighted by Henry 
VII at the Battle of Deptford Bridge, Blackheath in 1497.  This was part of the 
‘Cornish Rebellion’ against the continuing raising of war taxes by King Henry 
VII: he later allowed tin production to resume, alleviating the economic situa-
tion on Cornwall. q
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